Published Strictly As 


IN } Il lj News Supplement js- l-§1 oS) A Personal Hobby By: 
\ ll et Ill Supporting Low Cost Computing gll ‘AL Wiiliam J. Harmer 


07 Nuskin Btreet 
Ottawa, Ont. KIY 403 


©1994, In the Public Domain 

For those of you who have not yet heard, it is with some regret and a bitter-sweet 
feeling, that it must be said that on the November 1990 meeting of the Ottawa- 
Hull Timex/Sinclair User Group it was voted, with only one contrary vote (mine), 
to disband the Ottawa-Hull club and to set a meeting date for Janauary for a 
final meeting to dispose of the club property (mainly a couple of ZX-81's) and 
say good-by to each other, The BBS it was vowed, would be continued as long as 
possible (Sir Clive's Castle, (613) 745-8838, (8/n/ 1, 300 & 1200 baud). 

Of course the newsletters that you may have been receiving such as this one 
were neither produced by nor paid forwr sponsored by the club. The club's 
newsletters ceased some time ago after they had become once a year issues anyway. 
So that would not. necessarily mean that the production of these newslettors by 
a club member, acting, on his own, would have to cease, or would it? The problem 
is now one of money and having to mail out copies of the newsletter (to get adequ- 
ate local distribution) to local, former club members, plus the new tax on it 
all (the GST,a Canadian version of the Value Added Tax), would add about $120 per 
year to the costs, all borne with no compensating revenues, A thorough business 
analysis seemed to reveal that without the financial support-of-a-~50=100 member 
club, producing the newsletters could not be made to break even, even if all the 
labour and othor facilities are donated free, The only way to make something of 
this nature pay it seemed would be by adopting a magazine format and less frequent 
issues (like quarterly), and it is a little too late to launch something of that 
nature for the Sinclair computer alone. Attempts to launch a newsletter to cater 
to a mixed, orphan computer market, have been singularly unguccegsful after 3 years 
of trying to come up with a formula for entering that market. So that newsletter, 
the Ilome Computer Orphan Survival Newsletter ‘has been discontinued altogether. 

Ns for the other newsletters, the QI. Technical Newsletter his also been dis- 
continued, two issues having, been done Tor 1990. ‘this newsletter was started in 
order to pather together that material, especially news and user rroup/ supplier 
info that concerned the QL only. It was getting mixed up in newsletters for the 
132068 which also had TS1000 and 2-88 material in many cases, This meant that 
important items were petting buried ina mound of unrelated material and that way 
being totally missed by those that could profit from the items, A separate news- 
letter, it was hoped, would solve this problem and also take the QL material out 

' ol the 1327068/TS1000 columns that would otherwise be harder to read, and not to 
mention disappoiiting to find that a product or feature was only available for that 
other computer that you didn't own, after reading the new note right to the end. 

That leaves for consideration, what to do with the TS Bulletin and its separate 
newsletters like the TS Bulletin News Supplement and Disk Nef{erence). Due to the 
increase in costs and decrease in support lor these newsletters, any further pub- 
lishing of such Timex/Sinclair computer specific newsletters will be done only if 
and when the spirit moves the editor/ publisher/writer/researcher/experimentor, and 
on an issue by issue basis until no further come out, 

As for the Ottawa-Hull club, it is possible that some effort may be made to 
revive it, although it i5 not more thin a long shot, with little chance to happen, 
or there may be some continuance of members petting together to meet from time to 
time. The writer may write some material of a Sinclair-spacific nature forthe 
Toronto TS Users Club newsletter and it is hoped to continue for some time the 
Northern Hobby Computer. Users! Newsletter (which has been featuring the Amateur 
Programmers’ Line column), Also a newsletter on the future and past of computer 
technology, yet to be named, is another possibility, Some of the sort of material 
for such a newsletter has been published in the Tamous Computers columns of older 
newsletters, and the writer certainly has not run out of computers to cover in 
that manner (the IBM 360/370 for example has not been covered yet, nor any Data 
General minicomputers). Data General is of curious interest for readers of n book 
about one of their computers, the MV/ 8000, (proposed by the company as an answer 
to competitor, Digital Equipment, DEC, when they rolled out the VAX 11/780). Its 
genesis was documented in such a fascinating way by Tracy Kidder, in "The Soul of 
A New Machine" (in libraries everywhere and paperback, stild in print). 

So for some of you, this may be good-bye. For others, there may be a few news- 
letters left to read from here., Also it is planned to put some writing on disk, 
(320K, MS DOS or 360K MS DOS, 54n), Maybe next book publishing shall be tried. At 
least the postage expense can be lumped into one malling at a time, unlike the case 
of the frequent newsletter mailings. And 1 shall continue using my Z2X-81 orphan, 
and probably too will resist the trend to upgrade from an IBM PC compatible until it 
too is an orphan of sorts, ----Late note:US315 #SNUG-1991 dues/ subscr. due 
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With the demise of the QL Technical Newsletter, the last issue coming out 
in Dec.,1990, this section tar other newsletters, will attcmpt to accomplish 
much the same purpose in highlighting items of interest to QL users only. 
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RMG Enterprises, 1419} 7th St, ,Oregon City, OR ,USA979L5, t 503 ) 655-7484 in 
addition to a catalog (US$3) of fers a VHS video of the 2nd Na Mini-Fair, 
whi¢h tape includes speakers on 68000 architecture(m/c) and QL Archive, and 
Tots of 152008/2-80, topics too, Price US}16, (USA, USy18 Canada, .P-Pa. 

Sector Software,39 Wray Cr.,Ulncs Walton, Leyland, Lancs England PR5 3NH, 


Have un updated Spellbound t welling checker for the QL £50, They are plan- 
ning to release both QL to Amiga link & Atari ST to 288 link to add to the 
Amiga to 288.and_ hther products already on sale (Nov,19907source SMUG ,Milwa 
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Text Mddtors, foreign acconts: B.J.Harmer,97 Ruskin St. ,Ottawa,Can.KlY 4,B3 
has for release BASIC source code for text file creators, editors, that all in 
BASIC and using INKEY$, help add foreign accents, especially French, Italian, 
Spanish to ASCII disk files by for example trapping < (greater than) and using 
ft to substitute "é" for "e" (ASCTT codes 130, 101 respectively). The source 
code is for 1BM compatible GWBASIC/MSBASIC but it is hoped could be converted 
to QL dialects of BASIC, It does not seem to be fast enough in inputting from 
the keyboard, for the TS2068/TS1000, altho there may be ways of getting around 
that. Write the above if you are interested in seeing the source code. 
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Perfection Plus wordprocessor reviewed & described in Nov<Dec,,9 SMUG N/L, is 
available from Digital Precision from£120 w.spelling checker,£80 w-out 

Mechanical Affinity, 513 wast Main St. ,Peru, Indiana, USA46970( tel- 317-473-8031) , 
has a power-saving eprom attachment for the QL whith enables you to run Ice or 
Speed Screen, etc. from eprom, US440-they will put your program on eprom for you. 
---lor US$20 a real-time clock board---Replacement-backup psu US}15---mvd US}5 aa, 
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-From"lhe Unofficial ZX- Stns LDOS Manual"by Bill Harmer, Ottawa- PADLE Dura 
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* giw -read &/or write }-LDOS does not normally use single-s.dr. 


many pages on disk eae for TS2068 etc.,Update Comp. cas et 1095, Peru, IN, 

USA 473- 8031 (tel(317)473- $031)....Timelinez changes media’ when American Micro 
sold to new owners! will publish as a part of SNUG n/1....ZX-81 POKE 16441,20 
makes 34 col. display! but crashes easily), RAND USR 757 saves a program without a 
name, RAND USR 2955, equiv.to a"," ina PRINT stmt.,-courtesy LIST, Capt.A.Orenstein, 
Fort Knoxjnige to see a fellow ZX-81 programmer out there... Jack Dohany has 


some TS2 (only) products:-some requiring Spectrum ROM (Like HiSoft Pascal,C, 
compilers, US$20 ea ch), MScriptv 5. 5 ,US825, Vu-File US$10, VU-Calc,US$10, Cmni-Cale, 
Vee ,USS10, Zeus, Timemachine BASIC MAsterfile »font Manager, Supercode, u$820 easy 
Forth, SpecDOS, EZE dit Pinball, SuperBridg e Mc’ Tutor for disk, WP32, ORL Multi- Draw, 
Musicola ,US810 ea.,d. ' Dohany, 390 Rutherford, Redwood City OA, USA 9LO61 | tel415)367-7781 
plus hardware items like psu,disk drive sysis RS 232, Centronics LingerBd,eprom burnt. 
e e ge LIST 5 Peri Lane,Valley Stream, NY USÀ11481 memb/n/ 1 US$1 ers Tech Tidbits 
USb4 T5208 tapes US# 8b( specify tapez "1 to 9). +. BBS City of Flags, -Sinc-(414) 761- 
25 So TASMAN Software plibd.s Spring? ield House,H 
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